
Paris
S t u d y  i n

s u m m e r  2 014

1 HIGH RIDGE PARK • Stamford, CT 06905Offered in partnership with

The Southwestern Community College District



Study abroad in one of the best-known cities in the world, home to 

countless historical monuments and museums. Paris has a rich past full 

of writers, artists and political figures. The city has drawn intellectuals, 

free-thinkers and revolutionaries from Benjamin Franklin, Rousseau 

and Voltaire to Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway and James Joyce. Paris 

is a modern, fast-paced yet romantic city bursting with excitement and 

inspiration from around the world.

Program Calendar:

Depart U.S.:
Friday, June 27, 2014

Arrive Paris:
Saturday, June 28, 2014

Depart Paris:
Friday, July 25, 2014



INCLUDED

•	 Transportation package consisting 
of round-trip airfare and round-trip 
transfers overseas between the airport 
and the housing in Paris but excluding 
mandatory U.S. government and airline-
imposed departure taxes, fees and fuel 
surcharges (estimated at $600 and 
subject to change) for which students will 
be billed separately. 

•	 Housing in twin rooms in a homestay 
with a local family, including daily 
continental breakfast. 

•	 Navigo travel pass for use on the buses, 
Métro and RER in the central zone. 

•	 Orientation program in Paris including 
a meeting with AIFS staff, information 
packet, welcome dinner and half-day 
guided sightseeing tour of Paris by 
private bus.

•	 Guided excursion to Versailles including 
transportation and entrance to the 
chateau.

•	 Boat ride along the Seine.

•	 Two guided walking tours.

•	 Farewell dinner.

•	 Access to the AIFS Student Services 
office and AIFS Program Coordinator 
for information, advice and 24-hour 
emergency contact service.

•	 Student medical and program fee refund 
insurance policies.

•	 $50 non-refundable application fee.

FEES

Based on an enrollment of 20-24 
participants, the fee per person is $4,390.

This fee excludes a $125 refundable 
damage deposit; optional medical 
insurance upgrade ($65) and optional 
personal effects coverage ($90); mandatory 
additional U.S. government and airline-
imposed departure taxes, fees and fuel 
surcharges on airfare; passport or visa 
fees if applicable; meals other than those 
indicated on the itinerary; personal 
expenses; any Southwestern Community 
College District tuition or administrative 
fees; textbooks; additional field trips or 
excursions required by the Southwestern 
Community College District faculty and 
anything not specified.

These fees are guaranteed not to change 
as a result of fluctuations in the $ exchange 
rate.

Faculty

Professor Uriel Ornelas
Uriel Ornelas completed his B.A. in French 
at San Francisco State University and 
received his M.A. in French literature from 
San Diego State University.  His passion 
for French culture and language has driven 
him to visit France often and to explore 
many of its regions, cultural practices and 
customs. He studied abroad in Paris at the 
Sorbonne University and taught English at a 
Parisian high school. He earned a certificate 
in Business French from the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Paris, which 
was funded by a scholarship from the 
French Embassy.  Mr. Ornelas has taught 
French for over ten years and organized 
a number of French conversation groups 
in the San Diego area and frequently 
works in collaboration with the Alliance 
Française de San Diego. Professor Ornelas 
fully understands the value of studying 
abroad and has not only studied language 
in France but has also studied Mandarin 
Chinese, during the summer of 2008, in 
Mainland China. Professor Ornelas believes 
in the importance of studying abroad and 
the need to expand one’s view of our ever-
changing global environment.

COURSES

All students must enroll in at least one 
course. The course must be taken from those 
listed below. Course offerings are subject to 
change prior to departure.

FRENCH 101

Elementary French I	 5 units
Professor Ornelas  
(transfers to UC, CSU)

FRENCH 102

Elementary French II	 5 units
Professor Ornelas 
(transfers to UC, CSU)

FRENCH 295

Special Topics in French	 1–3 units
Professor Ornelas

How to Enroll 

Student Selection 
The Paris, France, summer abroad program 
is open to anyone 18 years or older by the 
date of departure and who has completed 
12 college-level units with a GPA of 2.0 
or higher by the end of Spring 2014. 
Preference is given to students who are 
attending a SDICCCA consortium member 
college. Program space is limited. Priority 
selection criteria include, but are not limited 
to: 

1. �Current student enrollment at a SDICCCA 
consortium member college. 

2. Date of completed application forms. 

3. �Eligibility criteria met at time of 
departure. 

4. Meeting payment deadlines. 

Procedures for Enrollment 
The Southwestern Community College 
District is the host college for this Study 
Abroad Program. Students are required 
to apply for admission, enroll in classes 
and pay registration and tuition fees at 
Southwestern College for Summer 2014.  

1. Complete Application Form and Student 
Release Form. 

2. �Complete the top part of the Student 
Conduct Release Form, and submit it 
to your Dean of Student Affairs or your 
International Education Coordinator. 

3. �The Dean will complete the bottom part 
of the Student Conduct Release Form and 
send it to your campus Study Abroad/
International Education Coordinator, or 
directly to Dr. Kirkwood at Southwestern 
College. 

4. �Attach a $450 deposit check (made 
payable to AIFS) to the Application Form, 
and submit it to the Study Abroad/
International Education Coordinator at 
your campus for his/her signature. 



Medical Insurance
AIFS provides each student with a group insur-
ance policy issued by the Ace American Insur-
ance Company. The policy provides two distinct 
types of coverage:
1. �Before the program begins, AIFS will refund 

fees paid by students unable to participate on 
the program because of covered injury or ill-
ness or quarantine in a travel area. However, 
a fee is retained from the amount paid which 
includes a $100 processing fee, the $50 
non-refundable application fee and a $210 
insurance premium.

2. �Once the program has begun, the plan covers 
the cost of medical treatment abroad, up to 
a maximum of $100,000 per sickness or ac-
cident and with a daily hospital charge limit of 
$300. There is a $50 deductible per incident 
for medical claims against this policy.

These two categories of insurance are mutually 
exclusive. That is, the policy does not cover medi-
cal expenses before the program begins, nor 
does it refund any portion of the AIFS program 
fees once the program has begun.
The insurance also covers costs associated with 
changing the return flight if a student is unable 
to complete the program due to accident, illness 
or quarantine in a travel area. It offers 24-hour 
travel assistance in case of an emergency, legal 
assistance, medical transportation and emergency 
cash transfer in case of theft or loss. Full details of 
the coverage are available on the AIFS portal and 
website.

Optional medical insurance upgrade and 
personal effects insurance
A medical insurance upgrade provides a 
maximum $250,000 per sickness or accident 
with a daily hospital charge of $300 ($50 
deductible for each accident or illness). Optional 
personal effects insurance covers loss or theft up 
to $1,000, subject to a maximum $100 per item 
($500 for electronic devices) and a deductible 
of $100 per incident. Students are advised to 
arrange additional insurance for special items. 
Expensive or irreplaceable items should be left 
at home.

AIFS Refund Policy
All notification of withdrawal must be made in 
writing via fax or certified mail to: Registrar, Part-
nership Programs, AIFS College Division, 1 High 
Ridge Park, Stamford, CT 06905. The fax number 
is 203.399.5597. Postmark date or date of fax 
transmission is considered date of withdrawal. 
All withdrawal statements must be signed by the 
applicant, or they will not be processed.
If a student’s application is not accepted by 
AIFS, a refund of all payments is made, less the 
$50 non-refundable application fee and any 
non-refundable deposits paid by the student 
or by AIFS on the student’s behalf. If a student 
withdraws on or before Thursday, April 3, 2014, 
a full refund will be made less $150, including 
the $50 non-refundable application fee, plus 
any non-refundable deposits paid either by the 
student or by AIFS on the student’s behalf. 
If a student withdraws after Thursday, April 3, 

Deadline to apply to be included in the group flight is Monday, March 31, 2014.

Southwestern College
Carla Kirkwood, Ph.D. 
Coordinator  
International Studies  
Room: 651  
619.482.6504  
IPGlobal@swccd.edu 

For more information, contact:

2014, but on or before Friday, May 2, 2014, 
for any reason except medical covered by the 
AIFS Fees Refund and Medical Insurance Policy, 
the $450 deposit fee is forfeited, along with 
any non-refundable deposits paid either by the 
student or by AIFS on the student’s behalf.
If a student is forced to withdraw from the pro-
gram because of covered medical reasons after 
final fees have been paid but before departure, a 
refund will be made through the Fees Refund and 
Medical Insurance Policy, less a $100 processing 
fee, the $50 non-refundable application fee and 
the $125 insurance premium. The policy requires 
written proof of medical reasons provided by 
your physician. 
Students withdrawing voluntarily for any reason 
after Friday, May 2, 2014, including withdraw-
als because of medical reasons not covered un-
der the medical refund policy, receive no refund 
of fees paid unless they are able to provide a 
qualified replacement. In this case, they receive 
a full refund of all payments made less the 
$150 processing and cancellation fee and any 
non-refundable deposits. Replacement students 
must pay in full at the time of application. Flights 
cannot be arranged for replacement students 
applying after Thursday, April 3, 2014. Once 
the program has started, students withdrawing 
receive no refund under any circumstances. This 
refund policy is necessary because the booking 
of facilities in Paris requires substantial non-
refundable payments and commitments by AIFS 
in advance. 

Disclaimer: The Southwestern Community College District has made every reasonable effort to determine that everything stated in this brochure is accurate. However, courses and programs offered, together with other matters contained herein, are subject to change without 

notice by the administration and/or Governing Board of The Southwestern Community College District or for reasons related to enrollment, finances, scheduling dates, costs or for any other reason, at the discretion of Southwestern College. The College further reserves the 

right to add, amend or repeal any of its rules, regulations, policies or procedures. While traveling under this program, students agree to be responsible for their own safety, medical care, and actions; and further agree that the College will have no liability for any accident, 

injury, illness or damage, whether monetary or otherwise, incurred by any student participant, unless the accident, injury, illness or damage is caused by the sole, willful and active negligence of the College by one of its employees, acting within the scope of his/her duties. 

Each student further agrees that he/she will hold the College harmless from any liability sought to be brought against the College for injury or damage resulting from any action of the student while participating in this program. The College assumes responsibility only for 

providing instructors and academic credit for classes, and its liability for failure to perform these responsibilities is limited to a refund of tuition paid. It does not guarantee or warrant the performance of any person or organization engaged in housing, feeding, or transporting 

any participant. All students must adhere to The Southwestern Community College District’s Code of Student Conduct at all times while participating in the program


